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Disposal of Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
(WEEE) 

 
Waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) is one of the fastest 
growing waste streams in the UK and EU and hazardous components in 
electronic equipment are a major environmental concern. 
 
It is important that Wirral Council correctly stores and disposes of its waste 
electrical and electronic equipment to ensure compliance with the Waste 
Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Regulations 2006.  The 
regulations aim to ensure that more WEEE is separately collected for 
treatment and recovery. 
 
The list below is indicative of the products that fall under the WEEE 
Regulations but is not exclusive.  Any equipment with an electronic 
component will be covered. 
 
Refrigerators  
Microwaves  
Televisions 
DVD/Video players 
Washing machines/dryers 
Vacuum cleaners  
Toasters  
Kettles 
Desk fans 
Pocket and desk calculators 
Mobile phones and chargers 
Desk phones 
Answering systems 
Electrical and electronic tools (with the exception of large-scale stationary 
industrial tools) 
Fluorescent tubes 
Batteries 
Personal computers (CPU, mouse, screen and keyboard included) 
Laptop computers (CPU, mouse, screen and keyboard included) 
Notebook computers 
Notepad computers 
Copying equipment 
Printers 

Fluorescent Tubes 

 

Spent fluorescent tubes are categorised as hazardous waste and should be 
stored and disposed of as such.  Ideally replacement tubes should be 
purchased from a supplier who will offer a take back scheme.  If this is not an 
option any spent tubes stored on site awaiting collection must be stored in an 



 

10/06/2009 
Disposal of WEEE 

2 

appropriate, secure, weatherproof container and in such a way that the glass 
is not broken.   
 
The maximum quantity that can be stored is 50 cubic metres and they must 
only be stored for a maximum duration of three months. 

Batteries 

 

Stricter rules on the recycling of batteries for UK businesses have been 
introduced through the implementation of the European Batteries Directive.  
The Waste Batteries and Accumulators Regulations 2009 encourage 
users to separate their waste batteries to help treatment and recycling but 
places the legal requirement to finance the collection and disposal on the 
producer.   
 
From 1st February 2010 any company selling 32kg or more of household 
batteries will have to take back waste batteries, in store, free of charge. 
 
Waste batteries produced by Wirral Council should not be disposed of in the 
general waste.  There are currently very few options available for the disposal 
of waste batteries but this situation should improve once the above 
regulations come into force.   
 
Options currently available: 
 

• WasteCare offer one option through their BatteryBack scheme.  They 
will provide a battery can to collect waste batteries free of charge and 
currently charge a flat fee of £60 to collect the can once full.  Battery 
cans can be ordered via the website www.batteryback.org or by 
phoning 0844 800 5671.    

 

• Rabbitt Recycling offer a similar scheme and can be contacted via the 
website www.rabbittrecycling.co.uk or by phoning 0845 337 3343. 

 

• G&P Batteries offer a prepaid scheme (BattBox).  They currently 
charge £25 for a small collection box (which is collected for no charge 
once full) and can be contacted via the website  
http://www.g-pbatt.co.uk or by phoning 0121 568 3200. 

 

Computer Equipment 

 

A contract is in place for the collection and recycling of obsolete IT equipment.  
The contract is managed by Wirral IT Services and they should be contacted 
to arrange any collection. 
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All Other Electrical/Electronic Equipment 

 

The WEEE Regulations state that: 
 

• If the equipment was bought before 13th August 2005 and you are 
replacing it with new equipment fulfilling the same function, then the 
producer of the new equipment is responsible for the collection, 
treatment and recycling of the old equipment, regardless of whether 
they were the original manufacturer. 

 

• If the equipment was bought before 13th August 2005 and is not being 
replaced then Wirral Council is responsible for financing and 
arranging treatment in accordance with the WEEE Regulations and 
existing waste management legislation, including the Duty of Care and 
Hazardous Waste Regulations. 

 

• If the equipment was bought after 13th August 2005 then the producer 
of that equipment is responsible for its collection, treatment and 
recycling when it is disposed of. 

 
If you are buying electrical products from a distributor or other intermediary 
you must ensure that you obtain the producer registration number for the 
equipment being supplied so that you know who to contact to arrange 
disposal at the end of the item’s useful life. 
 
The regulations allow producers and business users to agree ‘alternative 
arrangements’, whereby the business user (i.e. Wirral Council) agrees to take 
on some or all of the future costs of the end-of-life treatment of any new 
equipment that we buy.  This is a commercial decision that will need to form 
part of the normal negotiating process for supply contracts in the future. 
(Source: Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform 
www.berr.gov.uk) 

Disposal Methods 

 

For waste that remains the responsibility of Wirral Council to recycle the 
Facilities Manager should make arrangements with a suitable collection 
company.   
 
Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority use the Birkenhead based company 
Global Environmental Recycling Co Ltd (GERCO) for Wirral’s household  
WEEE.  They can be contacted on 647 2211.  Other companies are available 
and managers are responsible for sourcing a company that ensures their 
operations comply with legislation. 
 
For further information or advice please contact Ruth Jones, Environmental 
Management Officer on 606 2290 or email ruthjones@wirral.gov.uk 
 


